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Alfi!UAL HlOGRESS: Quite a lot has happened since l ast writing . 
First Roger Jenkins sent me a lis t of the S .O.Ls in nUl!lerical order 
wit h all the Magnet , Gem, details filled in , It was in Roger ' s 
usual immaculate sty le . It struck me that whilst we were about it, 

it would be a good idea to have the Rookwood and St . Frank ' s 
details also. Authorities on the t.-o schools are already working 
with t.ois end in view . Then there were a few S .O. Ls concerning 
lesser known school s . There were the Grioslade st ories froc the 
Ranger for instance . Can anyone supply the details? St, Ki t' s from 
School and Sport have already been praoised. 

It will be tha first time we have had the detsils of the S.O,Ls 
all in one article and it should prove to be one of the most usef ul 
ones we have yet publisl>ld . 

Then from Eri c Copeman has come a most interesting article in 
which be gives clear pr oof that many of t he Bullseye stories of th e 
1931-34 period were r eally revisions of those in Fun and Fiction of 
1911- 14. No reason why t he A.P, shouldn't ha-,e done seeing a new 
generation had sprung up . 

llell, no-. a remarkable coincidence has arisen fro m this. I 
took the article with m, when I i:,dd t he Merseys ide Cl ub a visit. Sir 
Frederick Bowman was tha r e . He showed great interest in it - and no 
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vonder - for it turned out that he, and no other , had vritten many of 
the Fun and Fiction stories . Can you beat that? He has told me since 
that he had never seen the Bullseye. · He also gave ""' the interesting 
info:nnation that bis mother wrote msny of the Martin Steele and His 
Tvel.ve Lady Detectiv es which, as older members vill remember, had a 
l ong run in "Comic Cuts". Ny word! ve •r e alvays learning something 
new. 

Also nov in my file is Harry Broster ' s "Just Where ls Greyfriars ?• 
complete with map. Harry !IlllSt have given a lot of t hought to this 
job , for I can assure you his findings are intriguing - and provocative, 
especially to those who remember the early Greyfriars stories when the 
schoOl seemed t o be within oound of the sea . 

Further, a good idea has come from Gerry All ison. He suggests 
that we have a gig,mtic Quiz to puzzle out over the Chris tn>s fireside, 
each Club providing fifty posers on all appetcs of the hobby. Well it 
seems just the t hing for Christmas except I think it would be best to 
make i t twen1;y-five from each for space reasons . Sydney rould pe:r
haps join in if there ' s time. I know Midland are in agreement so how 
about it Londoo and l'.erseyside? 

Yes, indeed , things are going fine. I can already visualise 
bouquets roming along about Christmas Day . The only thing that is 
perturbing me ia lack of advert s so far, as I said last month they are 
very necessary so hov about it? Many of you who have advertise d in 
earlier Annuals have ssid hov useful they have been. 

* * * * * 
SUCCESS FOR All AlmRALIAN CHUM: In the June , 1958 ,number of "The 
Australian Journal" there a r-peared an interesting write up on one of 
our members, Eric V. Copeman. It states t hat Eric has had 170 stories 
published in the l ast nine years, one 'Greshal:l' s Girl I was in that 
same issue . When Eric •s first sto ry appeared he was only seventeen. 
It appeared, by an oversight , without a byline. "I almost wept tears of 
blood" Eric confesses . 

Well, we have seen the professional t ouch in ar;tic l es he has done 
for the C.D. You will see it again in the one he has done far the 
Annual, already mentioned . 

More power to your pen, Eric . May you see many more of yoox 
stories in print - complete with byline . 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LrocEl<llY 
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/!3ra fc iULna 
conducted by J OSEFIIINE PACKMAll, 

Z1 Archdale Road1 East Dulwich 1 London, S.E.22. 

Victo r Colb y ' s article in this month' s Blakian a is too l ong fo r 
one issue, so that it will - by necess ity - appear in two p,rts. The 
second part will of cours e be in till next issue of the C. Digest . 

The subje c t of much controve rsy and writin gs from t ime to time 
in this section of the magazine res been the identity of the autho r of 
t he fir st George Marsden PJ.wm,er story . The name has now been con
clusively ascertained (I have seen t i¥! actual evidence) and this , to
get her with other relevant interesting inf ormati on , will be the subject 
of a fort hcaning artic l e in Blakiana . 

JOSIE PACKMA!l 

* * • 
WAL 1 'M DER!.'ED 
by Victo r Colby 

(Part One) 

However one might re vere the mighty Sexton Blake, too reading of 
th e mom.nnental sto ry in U.J.104 (1905) "Twice Round too World" lliUSt 
in evitab l y l ead t o lau(!l1ter at his expense. For surel y no s t ory of 
our beloved detective was ever more quain t. Never at M;f til:le had 
th e usual ly modest , retiring Blake found it quite so necessary to throw 
about his not inconsiderable weight in order to get positiv e ac ti on . 

Let tile following synopsis speak for itself. 

"Send f or Serton Blake" demanded Major !,ntwistle of Scotland 
Yard. 

"It wil l not be a bit of use sir", r eplied the secretary , "who
ere r wants Sext on Blake must go to him." 

"Then send for him in too name of the King\' 
But Blake waa no errand boy, and insisted on being visited . The 

Duke of Belcaater , who had been made .£10,000 poorer by som unfeeling 
mis creant arrived with Major !,ntri s tl e to see Blake . 

''What can I do for you?" aaked Bl,,ke with out de lay , for he had 
never ti.me to waste . 

Having accepted a commission from too Duke, Blake unfeelingly 
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ref'uses the c:o-opersti on of Ehtvistle the Yard man, end goos i nto 

action . He visi tad an office on th e third floor of a certain build-

ing. The aoli tary occupant, Crawshaw, leapt to his feet . 
"Great Blazes • he exclaimed , seeming hardly to Jmo,r whether to 

sri.n boldly or to gnasb his teeth. 
"You will have to get up early before you can hope to cover your 

trscl<s from me." 
•So-it s eems" the crook srcwled , in the 1118llll8r of a congenial. 

rogue whose habit is to make the best of it when caulJjlt. 
Blake deci ded t o l ook around for the Belca.ster jevels, but Craw

shaw let fly vi th a flying sling of line and l eaden ball. Had the 

ro UDd of l ead s truck Blske full on the forehead , he must have ~me 

down with litUe hope of sol ving furthe r mysteries . In short, he would 

probably have bem. a dead men. However Blake was unobliging, and t he 

wall VllB the vors e for it . 
!lere ve ore t old that not slvays va.s t he strength and resource

fulness of Blake invincibl e . In t he despera te hand to hand sm,ggle 

that ensued, <lilly the IOOStery of mind rising superior t o mere brute 

strength enabled the Amalgamated Press to continue to feature its 

sreat mor,ey spinner . 
Blak e failed to fin:! the jewels , but helped himself to letters 

addressed to his van:iui sbed foe. He noted that t hey vere sign ed vi th a 

signa ture that would have ' baffled all but Sexton Blake t o Ul'.lderstand • . 
Beg1nning with the letter N, it continued vi th three twisted lines and 

ended vith the l e tter L. EntvisU e , dec ided lilllke . 
Does it surpris e Bl ake the 'c:.an of digni ty ani importance at 

Scotland Yard' should prove to be the · fiend bohind the theft? No, he 
felt a little more curious than usual , th at vas all . 

Arriv ed home, B lake find s mm from tl:e War Office and Admiralty 

on his doorstep , Slid i s asked to find some s t ol en plans. The ol d 

count ry's welfare is imperilled. TheJ: try to hustle Blake . 
"You must veit, " sai d Blake , quite unperturbed, "Time is often 

saved by not being in a flying mste." 
Bl.ska decides that Entwi s tle i s his man, md that his robbery of 

the Belcaster j ewels va.s a red herring to disgui se the theft of the 
national doclm8lts . Blake caoforts t he distraught Servi cemen vi t h a 

modest: 
"I make bold to say that it I cannot recover tbeo, no man can .• 

Blake finds that Entwistle has gone t o Nev Yorlc to j oin a spy, 

afte rwards proved to be Russian, and th at Cravshmf is on his vrzy to 
1:18et them. Blake catches the same boat as th e latter , and arrived in 

Nev Yo:r:k bent on recovering both j..-,els and, p1NJ8 , 
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As Blake walked down the l!BllBWBY, all he could see ve:r,, Nev 
Yorkers moving around and looking as if they were in poss ession of the 
universe. He waylai d a policeman. 

"ls there any tr ain going west within an hour or two to San 
Francisco? " he asked, 

"Guess there is" replied tie constable, "I rei:lron the Western 
Ltd. , will be pushing out for 'Fri sco at sil: o ' cl ock. She 'll be 
ce.rryin • these yere mails , I calkerlate , likewi se &zy buncostee rer 
that can af- ford to pay the fare." 

"And after that? " Blake asked again. 
"A special , I reckon , fer anyone that wants t o hit 'Frisco in an 

almighty hl.lI'l'Y," the policeman went on, "rather guess that ' s how it 
stands , stranger." 

"Then you've got to assist me" said Blake pro npt ly, 
"Hey? Did I fancy I heard you speak? asked the American cooll y , 
"You did , without any fancy" Blake replied smartly , taking t he 

policemen •s breath away. "'ie'll l>..ave some Bri ti.sh method.a, if you 
pl ease - quick comand , right about face , double quick execution , and 
t hen back to t re civil salute . That's Brit ish - authority , obedience 
and discip l ine ! Perha ps you understand me now, You ' re a Public 
Servan t on Public Dut y , your mark to toa i s discipline and civility , 
Ncr. rere ' s a t elegram , and t here 's a dollar, the change from which you 
can keep . I represen t the British Government, which you are probab ly 
aware is not to be sneezed a t. You ' 11 go to tre nearest t elegraph 
office , and send that t eleg1:am to the British Ambassador in Washington. 
I' ve got your number, and if there's no reply to that telegram in.side 
an hour and a half , so much t re verse for you. " 

''Wal I 1m derned !" grunted the man, fairly staggered out of his 
senses. 

"You will be if you 're not quick" Blake promised in a rapping 
to ne. "You' ll be on duty for your own authorities and for th e Br itish 
Government - tre latter , I illlagine for the first time , and that ' s som&
thing t o be proud of !" 

"llel I 'm darned !" mutt ered the policeman , "who the tarnati on are 
you?n 

"Sexton Blake" answered Blake short ly; and in his voice vns that 
quick fi:rm t one of the British Of ficer when he gives a coI11118!1d. 

"Wal l' c derned!" exclaimed the polic eman as he h=ied away t o 
do Blake I s bidding . 

filske late r cal l ed at tre Central Police Depot. 
"Sexto n Blake ! • exclaimed tre Chief of Poli ce . "Elevate him 

rift>t here ! And let i t be mighty guick 1 We 111 just be e-gual to the 
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oo-casion, snd l et him see we're slive . Glad to see ye" he greeted , 
as Blake was whirled up tre lift and shot into the room. "l guess ye 
see we hum in N 'Yorlc." 

Leaving the Police Chief, Blake was delayed by " trap; am 
arrived at the station to find the Western Ltd., had started its long 
journey to San Francisco fifteen minutes before. 

"Then a special t o the Rockies" he ordered at once. 
"It will coot ycu 2,000 dollars" intimated the booking clerk 

pausing . 
"A special, if it costs 10,000l" said Blake (not pausing ). 
The special did not catch the Western Ltd. , at ttie Rockies , so 

Blake decided to continue t he pursuit by special tc 'Frisco. 
11I must have this track on to 'Frisco" he said promptly to the 

railway agent. 
"Then you caan 't hev it" was t he retort . 
•can 't eh! " replies Blake pointedly. "You had better think 

twice about ttiat. • · 
''Not half' a think" vaa the rejoinder, ''l(e 've got no other engine 

here ." 
"Then you must coal up this one, an:! let her go • till she can 

change. That ' s one word as good as a hundred. Do you understand me?" 
Blake said with a great deal more pcint than before. 

"Thunderl" Ye're Britisher clear! Don't reckon your British 
will work here ! Yer won •t hev no train this ai de Day of Judgsnent." 

"You think not? " returned Blake coolly , "Well, you' ll charge 
you:r own price, and coal up that engine within half an hour or you' ll 
hear of it. I represent the Bri tisb Government! If you don •t send 
me away from here to 'Frisco in less tim than ycu generally take to 
turn round, you won I t be riding buck jumpers here forty - eight hours 
from n01<. You can't s top a telegram to. your President, I suppose?" 

"Vaugh! 11 gro,rled the agent "8ain . "! darned sight too many 
candles are held to you Britishers, bekase ye hold half the eart hl" 

Soon Blake was on his w,.y. Arrived at ' Frisco, be ran into 
trou ble warn he wanted t o exanine messages sent out from the telegraph 
office that d,.y. 

"No" the man snapped, "against the roles . 11 

"Then somebody must break them" Blake replied promptly . "It's 
for the British Government, and your Government won't like to know that 
our Governmmt has not been obliged. Settle 1 t quickly, ar I wire 
Yasbingtxm. • 

The look on the officials face was as blank as his tcll8U9 was 
dumb. His to "§U" was loosened bc•rnver1 and Blake decided t hat the 
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pursuit of t he three fl eeting crooks must be extend ed to .lus tralia. 
(W of Part One) . . . 

M1WAJ.1A (A MlllOR HAYTER CHARACT:R) 
by W. T. Thurbon 

I have poin ted out in previous articles the debt that Cecil 
Hayter owed to Rider Haggard' s Umsl opogaas for that grand old warrio r 
Lobangu. Readers of Haggard• s "Nsds tt. e Lily" will recsll t he in tro
ducti on into thst story of Umsl opogaas's blood brother , Gelazi . Like 
i!ai;&srd, Hayter occasionally in trod uced a second Zulu Warrior , as a foil 
to Lobanau. 

M'Wllljla appears in a t l east three Hayter tales . This tall, gaunt 
warri or, aroed with his great sword , first appears as Lobangu's chief 
Induna in Union Jack No. 404, of 8th July , 1911, "The Flying Column" -
incidentally the first Union J ack l ever read, and one which contams 
perhaps Hayter ' s best battle piece . The "Flying Column" tells how the 
Askari tribe heve rai ded and all but am.hi.lated Lobangu 1s frontier 
gwirds, and captured Lobangu 1s s ister. Bl ake and Sir Richard Losoly 
join Lobangu t o rescue the captives and avenge the defeat. Our fir s t 
glimpse is of the woumed Lobangu and 1.; 'ilama on the stricken field, 
awaiting the gathering of the avenging for ces . "On a rocky knoll be
si de a muddy water hole - a mere holl ow into which s~ t, brown 
vater oozed slowly drop by drop - sat two othe r figures • ••• beside one 
of them la,y a big two-handed sword, notched and blunted , staine d a 
hideous black colour for two thirds of its length , ooo of th e =•s 
guards of the handle shom thr ough by some mighty stroke . " M 'Wama' s 
part in this sto ry is small , but hi s introduction add.s to the strength 
and col our of i ts chara ctisatio n. ind the great sword is as much part 
of hi s mekeup as is th e great spear of Lobangu's. 

11 'Wams next appears in a Cecil Hayter serial which r an in Fluc k 
in the early part of 1912. "The Red Beetle" i s a tale of a treasure 
hunt , for a grea t ruby , known as ths "Red Beetl e ." Though not a 
Sexto n Blake story , this i s typical of Hayter in hi.a adventurous vein, 
and H 'Wama appears alone as the fai thfltl Zulu member of the party , and, 
not having to pl ay second fiddle to Lobangu, takes his fair part in the 
s t ory. 

'l!he 1hird and last appearance I have so fa r been abl e t o trace 
of M'Wama is in Union Jack No. 696, dated 10th February, 1917, "The 
Treasure of Sonor a". Sextoru.Jll ake is ent ertaining Sir Richard 
Losely at Baker Street when an old seaman is stab bed on his doorstep . 
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From documents found on too murderw msn Blake l earns · that he had 
been the faithful servant of t he Pr esident of a small, South Afr ican 
republic . A revoluti on had arisen and the President has been murder
ed , but not bef ore he had sunk in a lagoon off the coastof South 
America a valusble hoard of · jewels and gold. Blake md Sir Richard 
set out t o recover tbe l oot , ood Lobangu, trav elling to join the party 
brin8:l with him M'Wama. Mow we l earn more of the latter ' s history. 
Lobangu speaks : "Therefore I have brought him wit h me .. an Induna of 
mine, to whom I have given t oo comand of tilree of my regime nt s of 
young men, though he is not of the Etb!>ia, but a stranger , of e: 
strange tribe . M1Wama is he cal l ed , ~l 'liama of tre Sword Hand. He 
came to me many months ago, an outcast · and a f\Jgitive from his own 
people - a gaunt man, haggard and worn, but bi8 f ramed and big boned 
as thou t eyself Lukuna .. and with the fighting eye, and a great sword 
slUil8 over his shoulder, a s long e:lmost as my spear. " Lobangu 
sheltered M1llama, and when he had tri ed out his skill (it was a great 
figh t , sword agains t spear) and Lobangu admitted that only when M'llama\3 
foot sl ipped was he able to touch him, Loban8u gave him three regi-
ments to train in the use of the great sword. · 

Logangu and M'W!lllll do not enjoy their trip at first, far both 
are very seasick, but they recover and play a bi g pert in the finding 
and recowry of th e sunken treasure. Together th ey dive into tbe 
shel tel'9Ci waters of th e bay and recover the chests of gold and jewels, 
killing a shark that attacks them in tre process . And they play their 
full part in drivill8 off a rival ,arty, the President's murderers , who 
also seek to recover too tr easure . Reade rs of Hayter vill recall 
Lobangu' s knack of foreseeing a figh t; M'Wama seemed to possess some
thing of the seme gift . Blake and Lobangu return from a scouting 
expedi t i on and find IPllama seated a little arart from the rest, was 
handling his big sword, now testing the ed;les with his thunt>., now 
putting on an extra keenness here and there with careful.Jy se l ected · 
stones, whicb vere cast aside th e moment t hey had lost their virtu e, 
and croO!'.ling a blood-thirsty littl e war song t o hime lf. In th e 
scrimnage that f ollows it is Lobangu and M' Wema on th e wings of the 
charge that help to rout the enemy. 

The last scene is in lighter vein . With the treasure safe 
aboard and course set for hou:e, Lobangu and K 1WB1118 have bullied the 
negro cook into preraring tbem a private feast in the saloon, complete 
with Sir Richard's champagne. Tinker fills a canvas bucket with sea -
water and carried it to the skylight of the saloon. "There was a 
swish , a spJ.,,sh, a cl a tt er of crocke ry and a perfect pandemonium of 
:ells and howls, f ollo wed ey the rush of tvo dusky f i gur es up the 
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ca:iponion way, thirsting !or blood. 
But long before they reached the deck T1nlcer was up in the main 

cross-trees .... crooning softly 'Homo, Sveet !Jome' a private and 

insulting version of hi s ovn composition . 
Certainly a minor ci.racter , M'lfama, but an attractive one and 

bis abeence would have made the Hayter gallery considerably the poorer . 

I Ill I II I ll 1111 I 11111111(11 I Ill 111111 1 1*'***1111 ltl I I! I I 1 11**-** 1 I 11 I I I 1 1111 •~• 

~: Aldine Red Rover Library; Rob Roy; Boys Leader; Halfpenny 

Union Jacks (Mauve cover) Numbers 420 to 488 and 494; Penny Pluck 
Volume three , containing 1tCookey Scrubs" and also "Specs " stories; 

'llle Comic llo::e Journal ( 1897- 1902). lfill pey five sbillin.;s each for 

following nunbers , 149, 203, 216, 217, 219, 252, 253, 255; The Jester , 

1906, 1907; Halfpenny lfonder; Funny Wonder; Ally Sloper 1906, 19Cf7. 

Pocket Budget (second series); ilui;gets , 1900 to 1906; some True Blue 

numbers; a novel "The Lover Fugitives" , "Phra the Phoenician", 
Victorisn Bloods and Roamces . 
PE'i'l'IllGELL, Lnmm LEA, ST. l!ILIIBED'S AVENUE, BROAffiTAIRS, KEl,'T. 

WANTED URGENTLY: S.B. L.s 1st series 17, 105, 109, 198, 197, 201, 202. 

S.B.Ls 2nd series 102, 111, 243, 293, 296, 422, 520, 667. 
Boys Friend Libraries 1st series , 10 , 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 246 , 

669. 2nd series, 79, 392, 396. U.J. 881, 1041, 1098, 1378, 1519 . 
Detective Weekly, 1, 2, 3, 4, 
MRS. J. PACXMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, E. DULVICH. 

~ : s .0.1. 48 , 68, 232, 256. Populars 1922. 
§&§: 72 Union Jocks , 1922-6. £4 10s. Od. 

38 ST. T!DI.AS ROAD, ffiESTON, LANCS. 

SJ.LE: Holiday Annual 1938 12/- ; C.D. Annual 1956 5/-; 
Annual 1923 3/ - ; Tiger Ti.m' s Annual 1935 2/6 ; S. O. L. 
!fonder Book of Railways , 2/6 . l'CSTAGE EXTRA. 

65 BffiTIIAM STREF:r, BELFAST. 

Stl-ang 1s 
330 1-9 

SALE OR EXCRA.~GE: Magnets: 1422, 1424, 1425, 1426, 1427, 1428, 

1429, 1456, 1581, 1602, 1603, 1632, 1635 , 1636, 1637, 1638, 1642. 
GREENWOOD, 63 CRIFFIT15 WYE , llEDNESFIELD, STJ.FFS. 

~: THE J ESTm . Any copies for years 1919-20-21 . 

DAVU:S, 15 KNM!EY ROAD, ST. HELEN' S, LAHCS. 
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ASK HE AJJOT!lm. No. 2. 

1 • Who was Dolores Pelhat!l? 
2 . What was the title of the first Gem sto ry? 
3. With what paper was "Modern Boy" amale;u,,ated? 
4, What was the name of Toe Merry' s sla ve? 
5 . In which pep er did Freda Foote first appeer? 
6. Which s to ry of Chas. Hamilton ' s appeared under the pen- name of 

Prosp er Howa:rd? 

7 . llho called himself Sa.'ldy Salacke? 
8 , Who figured on t he front pege of the Funny Wonder for JMny years? 

9 , What was the noo,e of Harry Wharton ' a tutor, prio r to Gr eyfriars? 

10 . Who was the Rookwood ventriloquist? 
11. llho l ost his i:m ory after diving into a swim::in€-ba th ? 

12. Who was Mule Kick !W.l? 

5/- to th e sende r of th o best list of ans wers fir st received by 

t he Editor . 10 pcints to hi s Club Branch . Points will bo totalled 

each month. o'hich Club i s th e best imformed 0 11 hobby catt ers? Closin& 

date 16th September . 
Answers to set No. 1 :-
1. l'.eober of Dicky Bird' s Co at Hillcres t. 2. Dreamy Daniel ' s Dog. 

3 . The Je ste r . 4. Leon Kest rel . 5 . Sidney Drew. 6 , 1711. 

7 . He saved a trc ·q: train fro r.i disast er . 8 . Bill y Bunter . 

9 . The Penny Popular . 10 , Mate of the "Dawn" lllld pel of Ken King . 

11. Adventures of a Three-Guin ea Watch . 12. St. llinifrods on t he 

Benbow. 
5/- has beon sent t o Gerald Alli son , 7 Sui:rterf i eld Gardens, Bracley, 

Leeds , 13. The ,lorthe rn Club has earned 10 pcints on an all correct 

effort, 
(Note : The (IJltry was rather disappcin ti ng, maybe holi d:iys were to 

blame. Anywey, more en tri es this tiree please . HJ.. ) 

* ...... 
* 

TH!: GRE:l'ffilA.'lS CUP CO!·:PETITION 1958 
~ 

1 • That th e title shall be cclled THE NEW POPULAR. 

2. That th e finis hed product , on the lines of THE POPULAR, shal l 
consist of a t otal of 16 J)88eS ( typed on on:,sid e only) , each the 

size of THE COLLrel'ORS' DIGE>T Alll:UAL pages . 
3 . That tJ:ie contents shell consist of four ~ stories, each four 

pages lJl length . 
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4 . That the st ories shall be CBRlSOOS stories only . (The action 
not necessarily taking place at school.) 

5. That the schools shall be as fo llows : 
(al Greyfriars (bl St. Frank's 
(c St. Jim's (d Rookwood 

6 . That t!-ere shal l be no ilhstrations - and this to include no 
~d es ign. 

7 . That no regard shall be pa.id to presenta ti on. 
8 , That t oo Cup shall be awarded solely on tiE basis of li tarary 

rerit . 
9 . That tJ-e closing date shall be 15th December, 1958. 

10 . Tba t tJ-e judging shall be done by Bill Gander alld Tex Rickard 
(or, if circumstances are such, Bill Gander only.) 

* *** * 

A Breezy letter from a Veteran "Chums" author . 

July 2.8th, 1958 • 

Dear Mr. Ledcenby, 

r.ordm College , 
Blackheath , S.E. 3, 

Accept my since re thanks far your l etter and the copy of THE 
COLLEC"l'ORS' DIGEST, which i s most interesting . It was kind of you to 
write your offer of the CHUMS numbers; but alas ! the SUnday Tilnes d~ 
layed publication of my appeal for about two months; and the publish 
ers of SEAS OF IIE110RY couldn ' t wait; oo a substitu t e dust jacke t had 
to be designed, in order to get tha bock to presa in time for the 
Autum market. Thanks, none tiE less, for your offered cooperation . 

It is most gratifying to know ;'Ou got pleasui:e f'ran that b~ 
gone work of cine ; I fear I affected maiy youths with sea-feve r; but 
as a great l over of sal t-water, I could.~'t restrain my enthusiasm . 
Even todey boys are askin g for the best read to the sea; which makes 
ioo a sort of unofficial recruiting agent for both Royal and Merchant 
Navies. 

Your Digest is a novelty to me; I should imagine i t fil l s a 
lot1€-felt vent ; and I hope it is winning outsize success . 

What iB Yark like these days? I used to liv e in Harrogate before 
the First tar , and a favourite ploy of ours was t o drive to Yark for 
lunch and e bit of si ghtseeing - behind horses, not a petrol engine, 
for we were old-fashioned! - and I was very familiar with t iE cl. ty, 
where I had hosts of friends , especially amongst the Scots Greys , who 
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were in garrison nt Fulf ord et too time . 
There is quite e bit ebout those speci nus days in this new auto 

biogr aphy , which I hope you ' ll find as pl eas urable in the reading as I 

did in the writill8• SEAS OF HlltORY isn ' t to be r:,y swar>-song, I hope -

al th:>ueh I •m eighty years old ; I 'm off t o Lancaah ire tomorrow to 

collect cateri.al for another sea- book , THIS BREED OF HEN, which deals 

vi.th too life and worl< of \lanklyn tbesubmarine V. C. and which , on the 

evidence , promises to be as thri lling a Wal'-book as hes tln.E far been 

writtm. 
Kind ref'Pl'ds ani repeated · thanks for your kindness . 

Yours sincerely, 

F. H. SHAii 

••••••••••11u111.i......,•••••••••••• ....... ....,...••••••••••••111111111111111111 

HAMILTONIANA 
compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY 

I don •t think we can oo better t han to start off with that d&

lightt'ul bit of whimsey given as a t alk by l'.iss Y,e.ry Allison at the 

Northern Club ' s July Meeting . 

''1111ICH GRErFRIARS BOY WOULD !!AKE TllE BEST !IUSllAND" 

(A conca:tion to be t aken with t he prove r bial .[,inch of salt . ) 

When I was pondering what to talk about at our June Meeting the 

thought crossed r:,y iaind (suggested by our title of "Ladies Night"l that 

if t.>ie critics of the sercalled similar plots in the Mapt stories 

were to read th e s tori es in too Ladies Weekly Papers they would never 

uu,nb l e a&ain at the wide variety of plots in tlD Greyfriars SBOI • 

Because, beli eve me, year in md year out , the theme in the stories in 

t he ladi es papers i s th! ~ - Romance with a captial R. What, I 

wondered icily , wculd th e ~"'8(let s tori es have been like :run on t hese 

lines - obvio usly the only qualities l ooked f or in our herour , would 

be "husband !ilBterial . " Thm I ttiou.;,t "That •s what I will do - afte r 

all it is 'Ladies !light ' - so here is the r esult - no research no 

analysis , no sta t is tic s - just a diversi on , a flight of fancy (written 

I hasten to add by a woman who has no fault to find with being a 

spins ter ! ) on which Greyfriars Boy would make the BEST l!lfj.BAliDl 

\/ell , obvio usly one would think there is no need t o look further 
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than the Captain of the Remove, Barry Whartm, hero of so ~ stories 

and a very good fellow indeed, He is thoughtful, sensible , clever , 

cheerful ard genarous (and handsome!) lie never shirks his n1spon

sibilltiea am what oould a wife vant more? Ah, but vait - vhat of 

thoso tilnee ill his youth when pride and obstinacy drove him apart from 

hin friends and he became a rebel and an outcast until bis customary 

good sense brouat,t him round. Do you think it possible that in oldar 

years he would st ill hnve these attacks, shall I call than? I om 

afraid I think he would , and no doubt his wife vould have to bear the 

brunt of his wilf\Jl pri de . Therefore, I must, rather regretfully , 

cross the Captain of the Reaove off 11J1f list ! 

Nov, of course , I could not entertain bis frimd Frank Nu&"nt, 

as it is quite apparent th at poor Frank will spend a great deal of hie 

life getting his :,ounger brother out of his scrapes, and as I should 

hate to stand and watch the good Frank reduced in health and means by 

the tiresome Dick;y I will leave him to a softar hearted wife , 

In the rest of tlle Famous Five I dismiss Bob Cherry , (apart from 

the claics of Miss Hazeldme !) as he is rathe r to o hearty. I think 

him a grand fellow , but I am sure he would be J!1.l?. goodte:iJ)8red and too 

cheerful . As for Johnny Bull - well \fho \fould like a husband \fhO is 

always right and who would always say •r told you so• when his wife 

CBDe to grief by not following his advice ! And, of course , Jlurree 

Sin8h , I think , must be allowed to return to the dusky caidens of his 

own land . 
\/ell now, that disposes of the Famous Five. lloot then about 

Vernon Saiih. Ah, great temptation here . Jlov lo.'lely t o wear diamonds 

and mink and most of the time Smithy would be delightful , out there 

are , of course , lapses .hich poor Tom Redwing knev so much about , and 

if !hey could brir>8 shedows to Tom' s face, I should say they woul d 

mean the same to me. Then Lord Hauloverer , always a favourite of oine, 

yes for himself I lik e Mauly well enough, but - his exalted posi tion l 

No, I am ahsid I could never fulfil the role of Countess adequately ! 

Bunter? Oh dear me, NO! l! I rather appreciate Skimer's occasionel 

sardonic humour, but mostly , I detest him , And the other Removit es , 

good, bad and indifferent fellows are too ordinary and evaryday - and , 

of course, I want some one really special . 

No, I have had to look outside the lu!Dove for tho perfect husband . 

(no, not 111:nolte - a dear fellow but just a little monotonous.) 

Yes, I have found one boy vho is most kindhearted and generous , 

honest and of the highest principle,, ll')t at all clever I but ioost 

conscientious , and vith a little right and tactful encOU1'88'llJl9l1t mi8ht 
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do ve,ry well. Ha i s veal.thy, and belll8 of an open unsuspecting nature 
he needs protection frcm his enemies - and even more so from his 
frirods! "Where" do you say "is this p,u-aeon?" Why I firui' the Grey
friars Boy vho woul d make the Best Husband in the Fifth Fom, and his 
name, in case you have not guessed already is - HORACE J»lES COKER!!! 

* * * 
Do You RElllember? By Roger M. Jenldns 
No, 31 - G9II No, 393 - "The Housemaster ' s Homecoming ' 

Time 111d tilll! again Charle s Hamilton returned to a theme which 
had an especial at tra ction for hir , - that of an orphan who discovered 
a relative after end~ ~ years of hardship. The first and cert
ainly th e greatest use of the theme Was tha sto ry of Frank Courtenay 
of llighcl i ffe, though others may remember Harry Nameless of St. Kit ' s 
and a l ong line of Grcyfriars waifs like Flip and Skip . Undoubtedly 
t he most famous of all such stories was "The HoUS€1118.ster I s Homeco~ " 
the r enowned Gem ~ double number for 1915. 

Mr. Railton was highly toought of because he bad refrained from 
taking a commssion and had roughed it in the ranks. In this number 
of the G911. it transpired that he had been wounded and was r e turnlll8 to 
the school , but despite the promise of the title he really pl ayed little 
part in tha story. It was Talbot who had th e star role . 

·erooke 1s uncle, Col onel Lyndon, accompanied l'.r. Railton t o the 
school, end Crooke persuaded his 1mele to t ake up t ha case of Talbot 
with t re other governors . The Colonel suspected that he md seen Tal
bot before , and was incensed when Talbot declared re must be mistaken . 
In a very cOnvinclll8 chapter Talbot was interviewed by tba Goveffllll8 
Board and , not rurprislll81Y , they soon came round to the col onel ' s view 
that St . Jim 's was no place for a boy with sooh a rec ord . Dr. Hol.Jooe 
treated this decisi on as implying a want of faith in his judi!,oont on 
the pert of tre Governing Board, end he tendered his resignation . As 
1119st collectors know, the situation was r eso lv ed by a chance discovery 
of somethlll8 that Talbot had known all along - th at be was tha nephew 
of Colonel Lyndon. 

Charles Hamilton has class ified "The Housemastar ' s Romecaning" 
"!' one of his finest st ori es, end it cannot be denied that the cut and 
thrust of th e dialogue st ill makes compelllll8 reading even to t hose who 
know the story well . When one takes into account the fact t hat it 
revolved around a character who had so slll8ularly s tirred the imi,gin 
ati on of the Gem readers, it is easy to Ul'.lderstand why the story should 
have nohieved such imDense popularity . It was in faot tm climax of 
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the Talbot S881', am if ho was too popular a character to be allowed 

to leave then ha should have been faatured in ro l es that did not 

involv e a1l:J mor e ghosts from the J>lst. As it ·,as , the continued out

put of stories about 'l'albot •s past - llillll.Y of them by substitu t e 

writers - merely constituted an enti -cl.iJllox. None of them could live 

up to th e high staroard of the earlier talev, end t he very act of 

rePetition only served t o sully t he IIIEl:IOry of the original sequence of 

tales . The fostidious reader can, however, cl ose hia mind to the 

future whm reading the famous double number end so savour t o the full 

the drama tm t is so perf ect ly portrayed therein . Authors are said 

to be taul ty judges of their best works , but there can oo few colle ct

ors vho irould deny the aptness of Charles llaiailton ' s judeJnent in 

according such a hi&h place of honour to "The Houseoaster 1s Homecoming. " 

* * * * * 
rnAllK RICHARm JOINS Ill CO!lTRO'/Il!SY 

Aug,nt 6th , 1958. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Rose LaW!13., 
King:!gate-on-Sea , 

Broads tairs , 
Kent. 

Maey thanks far the C. D. Mey I say that I have been not only 

interested , but considerably amused, by the various "Controversial" 

echoes end re-echoes? But there is one poin t that puz?.les me. Sev

eral of our friends seem to take it for granted that , if one sto ry or 

series is l0Di!9r than another , the additional length can only be 

accoll!lted for by "padding". Surely this is a little unreasonable . 

It is a3 good as saying that every story is by nature a short story , 

and that a long story can only be made by inflating a short one l ike 

o toy balloon . The most coptious critic vould hardly maintain that 

"Paradise Lost11 is "padded" because it is longer than 11ll Penseraso 11• 

Or that the Aeneid is "podded" becauae it is longer thon a Ceorgi.c! 

Or that Beethoven "padded" t he Erocia , because it is loll8"r than "Fur 

Elise !" Or that Shakespeare had to "pad" !!lark Antony ' s oration t o 

make it longe r than Brutus • s ! 
The actual fact is , that no writer who con write ever pads a t 

a ll, or has eny need to do so . Some sulliects require brie( trea t

ment; sane loll8"r , The author knows, to begin with , the space he is 

desired to fill; he sel.ecte· a subject suitable to tha allotted 

length; end th e stozy fonns itself in his o:d.:ld, with ell parts in the 

correct proportio n. Unless this be the case , he is not a vri ter a t 



all, but has mistaken his vocati on. 
I have written Greyf'r.i.ars storie s as short ss 2,000 words, and 

ss long ss 45 , 000. The short ones did not oontain a word too few, 
or the long ones a word too many. Once ths mind has envi~ the 
sto ry, it simply has to be in that particular shape. This idea of 
"padding" can only occur to readers who do not !mow what writing 
really is. Let them try to imagine Wordsworth expanding "Pete r Bel l n 
t o the length of the "Excursion" or Carlyle expanding Sartor Resartus 
to the length of his Frede rick; ar Horace expanding · an Ode to ths 
length of one of his satires . Or , on too other hand , compressing 
the Excursion in to tre length of Peter Bell ; Fred erick into the 
length of Sartor Resartu s , or a Horatian satire into the length of sn 
Ode. Every word has its own natural length; and if sn author who is 
t urning out 25,000 \ford st ories is asked t o Clake than 30 ,000 ins t ead , 
he does not "pad" the additional 5 ,000; his mentlll proccases produoe 
a 30 ,000 word st ory, which is just as eaey o rm:, other length . So 
there you are: lli th kindes t regards, 

Always yours s incerely, 
FRA.'lK RIC HARDS ... 

LEI''S BE CONTROVEESlAL 

{In this series, Eric Fayne touches on certain matt ers of interest to 
students of the Hamil ton · papers. He gi ves his own vi ew superficially. 
li you will write to him, expressing your opinions on the topics he 
discusses, he will sunmarise readers ' views in a futur e issue . ) 

No, 18. WE WHO CRITICISE! A:re we ove?'-critical? 

"It is very easy to find fault ? That is why there are so many 
critics!" 

Some months ago I suggested that we do not view th e stories as 
schoolboys - we write as adults, far adults, and we criticise s tories 
from that angl e. Was I wrong/ 

'rhe st ories we.re written for juveniles who are normally far from 
exacting as to charnct erisati on , balance end literary construction. 
The weekly periodi cal was a transien t thing . So l ong as i t hod it s 
own exci tement or robust fun, it was adequate for the mo100nt it was 
intended to fill . And when that brief moment was ove'I", it was thrafn 
out to end its day in the dustbin or ns inhygienic wrapping - paper f or 
the butcher or th e baker. 

Providing his work satisfied the Edi tor (and I judging by some of 
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the substitute stories, tile editorial standard vas oot very high) en 

8lltbor expected DO further critioism of his voric. No writer in the 

world could have foreseen everlasting f81lle for his w~ tales of this 

class. He could never have dreamed that his stories would be reprinted 

over and over a~ , for gmeration after geooratian of juv enil es. lie 

v<>tld have been stunned bad he had Ml/ inkling that his vork , tapped 

out to entertain YO\J!l88ters in 1907, 1917, 1927, and 19~ , would be 

criti cised by adults in 1948, 1958, 1968 ••••• • ••• 
Yet, ve, who could not wri t e a good Tom Merry tale il we tried 

for a lifetime, tum tbe blinding glare of criticise upon voric which 

the writer must reasonably have toought was a thing apert from criti~ 

im. 'ie analyse it , discusa it from every angle, exposowory weakness 

which ve think cay be there . lie t,JJc about i t being too long , too 

short , t oo repetitive , t oo melodrocatic , aaggi.ng ill the middle, marred 

by llllti-cliJDax , end so on. As ywngsters ve l oved those s t orie s , as 

adults we pick them t o pieces ruthlessly . .Are ve wrong'? 

I say ve aro perf ectly right . An art icl e which does not please 

or annoy, which has no original thought , ia like a sausage roll vi thout 

a sausage . 'ie pump lif<>-giving hl.ood into the general interest in the 

old sto ries with <Nery new slant tha t ve can take, wit h every fresh 

appraisemen t ve lllake. 
Sir Stanley llnvin soys "Not one author in a hundred Vllllts aught 

but praise for his offsprin&" , and I do not doubt it . But if ve re-

st ri ct our vriti"89 to nothiJ18 but sycophantic praise , ve deserve t he 

lobe l of "I dol worshippers ". Worse s t ill , we stiffle the int erest in 

the old stories which ve yearn so eemestly t o keep alive. 

If we ore Yr0ll€ to cri ticise, t bon what is l eft? An amateur 

precis of a plot (perhaps at great length) , ertracts from tbo conte rt, 

a f~w amateur stories introducing t he l!IO!lter 1s chara cters ord settings? 

Arc these things mo~? They are not . 'iit oout continual fresn s lan ts 

of apprsiseomt, t he interest would die - 8lld the C. D. would di o. 

The most magnificent bo1>1uet, the most sincere oompliment i s 

handed to Charles Hamilton in t bo form of the criticism am appraisal 

of his vork . Only really fir s t.-<:l.ass voric can be llllalysed , only ti~ 

top material is wort h criticism, only th e best will s tand like a rock , 

waiting for more, in the face of constant critical appreciation . 

It is no complime nt to tbo substitute author to aay "You enjoyed 

a sub story when you vere a kid, l eave it at tha t". In eff ect, you 

are saying that too substi tute st ories vere marely kid •s s tuff - and 

so they were . They are outside t he pale of any real cr i ticism by 

adults , an! so is tbo vcric of most of the authors who wrote f or the 
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boys ' paper or yes t el'- year. There i s no r eflection on tlva vritere in 
this; they wrote for children , 81'.ld providing t heir work was wholeso.., , 
it was never meant for criticimn . The vork of Charles Hamil ton stands 
alone in being worthy of constant appraisemint, and the C. D. pro'les it . 

llheove wri t e , ore wo jus t ified in cla.itning as a fact so ... thing 
which is really only our personal opinion? - and most of us do this , 
more or ·less. Ara we too dogJDatic in our wri t ing for the C. D.? 

I don •t think so . Apart from the fac t that the columns of the 
C.D. are open to anyone who disagrees (and controversy is the mainstay 
of this particular series) , our articles would l>e<:oma stil tad , as veil 
as take up t oo much valuable space , if we pref aced every comment wi. th 
"in my opinion" or "I th.ink" or 11spoa.king personally , ,! would say ". 

It's just my point of vie-, ! Whnt 's yours? 

* * * 
CXJIITROVERSIAL &:HOES 

No. 16. IS IT FOSSIBLE TO REGIWr '!Fi.AT CHARLES l!AMILTCW wcm: SO MANY 
smrra AB.RT FRO)l GREYTIUARS AND gr . Jm 'S? 

ROGER JEI<lCINS writes: "I think you nre posing an unfa ir question 
here. The fnct of tho matter was that the Amalgamated Press intended 
to make f\JlJ. use of tmir star author. and were quite happy t o see him 
launch one new series after anot m r wit hout regard to whether ha would 
be able to keep them all running simul taneoualy for any sustained 
period . If tlB ir policy had been different , we should probably have 
had nothing but St. Jim ' s ruid the Goo>. 

I think , too , that a study of the vari ous sto r ies shows that 
Charles Hamilton al ways tended to concentrate his best efforts on one 
sc hool at a time. As o very rough guide , I should say St . Jim ' s up to 
1915 , Rookwood up to 1926 , and Greyfriars thereafte r . The gol den 
period of one school never coincided with t he gol dm period of anothe r . 

There i s t he furthe r point that Rookwood and similar sho r te r 
tales provided Charles &milton with 1tle opportunity to devel op a new 
techniq ue wit h a smaller stage and a small er cast . I think this is 
cne of the reasons why I admire the Rookwood stories so much, and I 
feel quite certain that there is nothing in all the Greyfriars or St . 
Jim's t ales which provides the same deli8htful.ly intima t e atmosphere . 
So I woul d neo,er subscribe t o the heresay of wishing that Rookwood 
had never been created . " 

GEORGE SELLARS writes : "Of course it was obvious that whm Charles 
Hamil ton started in crellSing his output the Gm snl Mai;net f ell belo w 
their usual stgnd,µ:d 
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Substitut e writers were to blame for thia, most of their s t ories 
being very poor, but the worst thing they (or the Edi.tor) ever did was 
to borrow the mo.estro•s pen-names. 

Rookwood and Cedar Creek stories were first..class, and I was 
sorry they did not last so long as St. Jim ' s am Greyfriars. I believe 
that if Cmrles J!amilton had written sto ri es of these f our sch ool s 
only , tm Gem and Magnet would not have suffered at all . The Boys I 

Friend stories were of only half the length of those of Tom Marr"/ and 
Harry Wharton, and vi 111 only these four schools to attend to, he could 
have concentrated more oo the Gem am Magnet.• 

OOC FAYNE SAYS: "The truth of the matter is that we wish our favoUl'
i te writer could have worl<:ed mirncles. We love Rookwood, Cedcar Creek, 
the Rio Kid, etc ., far t oo much to conside r for a moment our world 
without them; we loa1he tie subs ti. tute st ori es which kept Greyfriare 
and St . Jim ' s !IX)re or less on tie map whil e tile star vas busy giving 
us something else t o entertain us. In fact, we •re an illogical lot 
a1 togetoor. " 

* * * 
Here are the answers t o Sric Lawrence' s Crossword in l as t montlls 

C.D. 

ANSllERS !X)Wll 

1. Gat e 
3. Master 
5. Audit ing 

10. Fiddling 
14. Inkwell 
18. Knot 

2 . Ari d 
4. Rainbow 
6. Spacemen 

11 • Springer 
15, Gaelic 
19. Bess 

ANswms ACROOS 

1 • Grammarians 
8. India 

12. Bathe 
15. G\lynne 
n. Wee 
21. Linley 

7. Attics 
9. Tin 

13. Impair 
16. Drink 
20. Ingle 
22 . Gerald Cutts 

UIJIUlllllllll)IINIIIIIJINllllll l!IIHI IINIIIIIIIIIINIIIIIUll l ll:1 11 111111 1111111 

~ : Magnets, Lees, Monsters , Gems, S. O.Ls . Some early Gems 
and Greyfriars S.O .Ls. S.A.E. 
LCMS, 15 IIDITH ~. TYNFY.OUTH. 

CAN ANYONE ilELD ME ro COIIPLETE MY OOLLrel'IOM OF REPRESEllTATIVE OOMIC 
PAPIBS? I need one copy only and will pay 5/ - each f or th e following : 
Bo-peep, Merry ~lid~t, Dazzler, Bouncer, Coloured , Sunny, Herry 
Monents, Sparkler \Trapps Holmes), Cheer ful, Rocket (Comic), Juogle 
Jinks, Chick's Own (before 1936), Sumner. 
L. PA.CKMAN, Z1 ARCHDJ,LE ROAD, EASl' DUL11ICH, LONDON, S.E . 22. 
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S.B .L. REVIEWS. . .. Reviewed by WAL'IBR ilEBB .............. SEPTOOER, 1958. 
No Time to Live (No. 413) W. Howard Baker 

Dieppe 1942. The story of the biggest landing in Europe by 
freedom • s forces on German occupied territory since t!E fall of France , 
and the part Ser1xm Blake played in it. As an assignment nothing of 
a tougher nature ever came Blake ' s way. His job to complet ely destroy 
an E-boat base east of Di eppe afte r contacting t ho remnants of tile Maquis 
\lith whom Louise, a British agmt, is working. Louise is an ol d friend 
and a well-knO\IIl character in the poges of th e Library. A supor-hUI!IBll 
t ask rendorod well - ni gh il!lpossible because Blake has also to discove r 
tho ide ntit y of a Geman age nt wo:rl<ing within th o Maquis. How he goes 
about his task of currying explosives :llld detonators along the enemy 
infeste d roads to dyna,ni te too bnse aided by only n handful of loynl 
Frenchmen makes n thri l ling and suspenseful narrative . 

The t empo is fest, but occasionally s lnckens when mol!lent ari l y it 
ceases . Blake pormits himself in fl eeting loneliness to ponder absent 
friends . As for instance following nn inv es t iture at Buck.iD81m Palace 
after an audience with the la t o King. Of Tinker on a bcmb disposcl. 
unit; of Mrs. Bardell in an aircraft factory ; of Pedro policing an 
airfield ; wd - surpri singly - Nelson Leo , a colleogue of whom Blake 
fllilS dimly r onenber as pnrt of th o st or ies of neer ly 40 years a(!JJ, now 
acting custodian of Blake •s business whilst hostilities provei l. A war
time Bloke adventure, which maintaine the high standard of the series . 

Rating .................. Ve-rygood 

Diamonds cm be Troubl e (No. 414) . . ...... .. _._Edwin Harrison 

"Diamonds are a Girl 's best fri end" once crooned Marilyn Monroe, 
in one of mr films of fairly recent showing . But to Simonetta Fabriano 
famous Italian soprnno , they did not prove to be at all fri endly . At 
l eas t, one pnrticular specimen - th o so-ca ll ed Farnese diamond - did 
not . The ol d saying t hat you cannot get blood out of a stone is .not 
aptly phrssod when used in connection with this particular jewel, for 
before Blake was finished wit h the case , it was to have upon the blood 
of several innocent, and not so innocent , people. 

Amongst tho latter was a Bcaudelaire-like character , named 
Mander. But .;hereaa Bcaooolairc had a dog,-l ike devotion fo r Blake , 
Mender• s only feelings voro of ferocity and extermina ti on . The ert er
minaticn process is carried out , not agai nst Bl ake , however; it is t he 
dvarf who is ttlo self - inflicted victil!I when , with Bl a<e in pnrsuit, he 
falls down the stee p steps loading to too piazza on top of too Capito,. 
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line hill in Rome, \lllder t he wheels of a touring coach . For it is to 

sunny Italy that tho quest or the Farnese diamond talces ill.aka, and also 

Tinker and Paula Dane. 
The adventures of the three l eading li8hts of Sexton Blake 

investigations pe.ss away a couple ot: hours or so quite pleasantly, !lJld 

11' tho sto :cy just fails to grip , the author ' s knowledge of the surround

inga about which he writes is authentic enough· to comruxl both a 

live l y interest Elld a healthy respect. 

OLD 

Rating - - . ···-··-·· Good 

• 
********* • 

BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDOtl l'EETlNG - Sunday, Aµsust 17th , 1958. - Contrnry to usual 

practice we held a meeting in August and what a jolly tiloo we bed. 

The usual business formalitie s having been attended to , wo got down 

to some hard thinldng over the excellent object quiz , Len bed arranged. 

for us . Direct clues, association ofideas, all pl syod their pe.rt, ro

sul ting in a worthy win for Eric Lawrence with Don Vebster and Bill 

Lofts toking 2nd ond 3rd places r espectively. 
Vith "Watson• as key word we then got down to a tough elimina 

tion quiz which I was luclcy enough to win folloved by Don Webster 

with Eric Ievrence and Vernen Ley 'very close behind. Ve al ways enjoy 

a llystery Debate end our latest was no exception , some ticklish 

queries csmo out of th o hat, i.e. Was Coker a r ea lly credibl e chllra 

acter? wure there too many comics on tho market bef ore t he wsr? to 

quote two examples. Jos ie presented us with " worthy feed but as 

usual the time vent all too quickly and so ended another merry got to 

gethe r. Thank you Josie end 1en for a fcmous time . 
ROBIBT H. WI'!ER 

NOlm!mli s.x:TIOll Mml'I!C - August 9th 1 1958. - Gerry Allison said to 

me on the phone bofore ttva mooting, "l shouldn •t bo surprised if Cliff 

Boardsell p1ts in an appearanc e.• Veil , Cliff did, and ri8ht glad we 

were to see him. 
It was Jack Wood' s ~ t and in right good form was he . Not 

surprising perhaps, fbr he wss on sure ground, his subjec t ba1ng "Tho 

History of the Nelson Lee Library." Ile told of hov Y.r. V. H. Back at 

Fleetwsy !louse wss much impress ed by the manuscript of s story which 

had been sullJli tted , so much so that be hnd asked tho sutho r of it to 
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come and see hilll. The auth or duly CSlne along ond Mr. Back was ~ 
prised at his yruthiul appearanco , Tb, aut hor was F.dwy Searles Brooks, 
and the story "The Iro n I sl and" which l at er ran in the "Gem". Later 
E.S. B. was invited to j oi n G. Ii . Teed , A, S. F.a:aiy, Maxwell Scott and 
others in vri ting s t or i es for th o Nel son Lee Library . Later still 
E.S.B. was given th o whol e field to hilllsolf with very successful ro
sul ts as all Leoi t es know. J ack Wood t old mmy good sto rie s in support 
ofhis favouri ta aut hor, including his gift f or f oresee ing events . The 
"Nautilus" had jus t completed its voyage under th e ice of the North 
Pol e , Jack , being J ack , was not s lOI< in s li pping that one in . 

Cmo r efreshmen t s , then a good deba t e on poin ts Jnck Wood raised . 
J ack hadn 't fi nis hed yet. A short 20 questions session f ollowed with 
J ack forming th e ..ttol e t eam. lie did quite well under th e circumstances . 
Yes , is was Jack ' s nigit. Next c,eet ing, Soptcnbcr 13th. Gerry 
Alli son takes ovor with a t alk on the "Unpleasant Three " - "Skinn er , 
Snoop and St ott," Should be good. 

HERBIBT LEX:KffillY - Northe rn Section Corre spondent. 

MIDLAND SE'.:TION - ~looting held Nonday, 28th July , 1958. - Owing to 
holi days our numbers even less th an usual this month and a nas ty bout 
of lumbago contr acted a t t he last c:inute l aid Secretary Harr y, low, 
henc e tha unfamiliar s ignature at th e end of this r eport. Those of us 
who did attend were able t o gi ve a Wlll1!! welcozoo t o Jack Ingram, back in 
the fold after a seve re illn ess . Looking fit end well once more end 
a few powids (in weigit) l ighter . Our genial ex- chairman took tha 
chair in the absence of Tom on holiday and the meeting got under way 
wi t hout further delay . We set t led down to enjoy what we have all t oo 
infrequently , a talk by Roy Bennet t. We were not disappointed as. Bw 
had prepared his t alk on the lines of the popul ar Radio Show "Desert 
Is l and Discs " and called it "Dese rt l sl.nnd Books". In his inimita ble 
s tyle , interload ed with drJ humour, Roy gave us the eight boys papers 
he >'Ould like t o have with hilll on his i s l and paradise and his reasons 
fo r choosing than. For th e benef it of those who were not abl e t o hear 
t his higjlly original talk this i s the list of papers chosen for their 
variety .!!f1. similarity :- 1. Magnet No. 1; 2. Any oopy of Wizard , date 
1927; 3. Gem !lo. 1097 "Two Forms a t \lr.r" ; 4, Union Jack No. 1210. 

'"Ars . Bardell ' a Xmas Eve"; 5. Bullsey e ;;o. 1; 6 . llelson Lee !lo. 152 
"Archie ' s Xmas Party"; 7 , Boys Cinem,i !lo. 833; 8 . &€net No. 1386 
"The Shadowed Billionaire". This thought,p rovokin,g 1 t em by Rey was of 
course well receiv ed by one end all . 

The next item was in t lx. form of a bombshell by J ack Corb et t ,mo 
produced a number of Mai!nets f or sale at th e record price of 9d each ! 
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lladge thm entertoined us by reading some vintage newsletters and 
then mr husband agoin set the room lnlming by producing two replies 
he md received from t hose August (no pun intended) pers onages the . 
Queen' s Secretary and tlla Prime Minister ' s Secretary. These were in 
answer to Jack ' s personnl l ette r to them with regard to the inclusion 
of Charl es Hamilton in tm Honours list and tm tone of t hose replies 
makes one ttlink there may be soioo hope far the future . 

Temporary Secretary (I hope) NO~IAN GREGORY. 

MliRSEYSIDE SECTION MEETING - Sundo,Y 1 3rd August. - A very fine 
gnthering for thi.3 , t ho August Bank Holiday Meeting, r.nd i t was soon 
obvious that we were going to have difficulty in finding room for 
everybody. Fortunately on overnow meeting was not necessary . A 
Sp)cial welcome was msde by tho Chai.man t o Beryl Russell and Tom 
Porter from Bi~ , and to Herbert Leckenby from York and to Sir 
Frederick Bowman from our own town. It was also plcason t to see 
Frank Case again , who unfortunately is not always abl e to be with us . 
Tom Port er l!J).Ve us a twenty question quiz bnsed on the f our schools . 
Sharp and to the point questi ons were fired at us by Tom, and our 
brains were soon working overtime . The winners were Don Webster with 
twelve points fo ll owed by Jack Morgan and Frank Unwin with six points 
each. Following on we were presm t ed by anoth er edition of Fronk 
Unwin's "Dollll you Go". After t ea, kindly prepered by f,rs . 'iebstor, 
we l is t ened t o a talk by Sir Frederick Bowmon on the appeal of boys I 

books of tm period prior to the first world war. While some of us 1.. .. 

would not compl ete l y shllre his views, his talk ,ms most stimula.ting 
on:! interesting. T'ne reply come from Herbert Leckenby who gnve us his 
own point of vie w on some of the early books. Time was running short , 
end nll t oo soon, our guests he.d to l ecve for t ho station . Noxt 
rreeting , Sunday, 14th Sept...,ber at 7 p.m. 

NORMAN HlAGNELL, Secretary , Merseyside Bronch O. B.B.C. 

TlE GOLDIN HOURS CUJB - AlBl'RALIA - A most enjoy,,ble get together 
wru, enjoyed by the members of the Cl ub on Frid..sy, 1st August - nl 
tho~ attend..'lllce is ru, yet st ill smo.11, this was amply compensated 
by the liv el y enthusiasm shown by nll . The meeting was opened by 
Arnold Ke-em who orl ended wn= wcl como to " new llleffiber, Mr. Jim 
Comoroo who w~s obviously soon quite ct ho:ne. Tho Secretory t hEll 
rend l etters from Ron Hodgson, Ger:,l d Alli son, Don Webster , Md Harry 
Brrete r. A quiz from Ron ~on was of special in t erest r.nd it will 
be used to sh:lrpen a few memories at an ear l y dllte - two "Newsl etters" 
f rom the Midland O.B. B.C. clso aroused great discussion , The mnin 
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feat ur e of th e evening ' s progrcir.me wz,s then presented ns each member 
r eed his fn vouri te it em por t r~ying "Suspense " - Vi ctor Colby , bntting 
fo r Sexton Bloke opened proceedings with " hair- r ds ing extr act fro l!l a 
U.J . by Gilbert Chester ent itled "Fec.r " and he we.a abl y suppor ted by 
Arnold Keenn who chos e "The Ghost of &nnington Grange" fo r his se l oct
ion ••.•• •• "l!runil toniec• · wns represen t ed by Syd Smythe woo gnve the 
fina l rec.ding from th e Mc.gnet. The readings were voted n grcnt success 
nnd it wns deci ded to repen t th e ente r tninmen t e t th e next meeting . 

B. PATE - Secretary, 

* * * * 
FRON I;m!ll<.ATION RECEIVED No. 8 •. by W. O. G. Loft s 

An Outstnnding Record of J olnl Nix Pent elow 
One of the l!lOSt dis cussed - '1l1d soootimes highly cri ticued of all 

boys ' nuthors in the "Coll ectors Diges t" ho.s been J. N. Pent el ow. Nost 
of too cri t i cis:n ms been directed nt his Greyfr inrs and ~l<,gnets s t ories, 
mci.rJ,y when Edi t or of t he "llognet " c_'ld "Gem" during th e war yoors . 
Whether re aders lik e hist ories or not , t hey nre bound to excep t t oo 
foct tret who.'1 writing on the subject of cricke t , he obvi oU8ly !mew what 
he wcs writ ing about . 

I would now like t o reco rd , that out of all the t housands of dif
ferent type s of boys stories published - J . ll . Pentelow has t he rare 
dis tincti on of being t he only a11t hor who has had a s t ory reviewed in the 
Sunday "Observer". This wns one of his t a les in tbl "Boys Friend Li b
rary " in 1927 . 

The r evie wer - Sir Jolnl S . Squire - revi ewed too tale at some 
length , and our edito r and I have agree d that a full report, wit h our 
COlll!lents , will be published in the cocing C.D. Annua l . 

Bla<e Aut hors and their Ambiti ons 
One of too fa vourite questions I l'.l3k a Blcl<e aut hor durin g an 

interview i s "Whl:tt do you intend t o do when you retire . from writi ng?" 
Some lsugh and say "that t hey never in t end to retire - if t ooy can help 
it" - whil st s tran gely enough l!lOst of th<>n mve confe ssed t hat t hey 
,-ould l ike tc own a smell in.'1 - or hotel - in th e count ry. 

Four a t l east , I know, r.ave realised this . Firstly , ll. W. Sayer, 
bett er !me,; t o Blske readers as "Pierre Quirro ule " brilli ant write r in 
the early days and twantie s i s cine host at an Inn ne ar Epping Fore s t. 

Another Blake writer - and a t one time Edit or of the U. J. - Lewis 
Carl t on runs a small hote l down Devon way. He was seen in Fleet Street 
nots o lo ng ago . Modern r eaders cf t oo S ,B.L. may remember a few years 



~~~~~~~~~~~-275~
~~~~~~~~~~ 

ag:, tlB wry good Blake writer "Jolm Dnmmood" otherwise Jolm llevton 

Chance - he is °"" semi- retired and runs a hotel end p,bl.ic house in 
the Ial e of Wight. The fourth autho r I 8111 not at liberty to reveal -

but anot her veil know personality comiected with t he S, B, L, end U.J. 

fo r years - artist Eric Parlcer - has for years had the Bllllle ambit i on 
but without success so far. 

••11nu11n111n111111111u11nn•HIIIIIIIIHIIUINIUIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIUII 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACX WOOD 

Nos tav , 328 Stockton Lane, 
York, 

l'hone : 25795 
• * • * * 

In his latest lette r, Jim Cook vrites :-
•A couple of ds.Ys hove passed since the arrival. of Dorrie's res-

sage , end Lee heddespatched a brief note to llr , Ridgeway at Gobabis. 

This plac e is on th e extreme edge of the Wester Kalahari , end juiglng by 

t he map is the last place I wuld vent to end cy days , 
Ve vere all ready to lea ve aod the party had set out for Bell ton 

station to catch the express for Victoria , The juniors , acco.,panied 

by Phipps , Archie Glenthome .' a vale t , were to go on to London Airpert 

and Lee aod I were f ollowing on afte r a vi sit t o Africa House in Lon

don, The schoolmaste r detective hed explained his calling at Africa 

House and as much infomation as possible was obtained about the state 

of affairs in Bri t ish Bechuenaland , vhich formed a major portion of the 

Kalahari. We then went on to London Airport aod met up vi th the 
others , The party had now increased and there vere Sir F.dward Handforth , 

who tad probably come to see bis two sons off - Lard West brooke , Treg
ellis-Vest •s guardian , Sir Crarl'ord Grey, father of Ja ck Grey, and 

Col onel Clentharne . 
After a great deal of !Bndshaking Nelson Lee, who seemed t o be 

very. anxious to board the plane , took Sir Crawford Crey to one side and 

spoke a few vords to him, The boys ' parents departed and ve were soon 

on our vey to the plane on the far side af the .li.rport. 
Sir Crsvford had remined behind vi th Mr, Lee, end it looked as 

if Jack Cre;· ' s father was coming with us . v, took our seat s in the 

giant Viscount snd very short ly af tervsrds we vere off . I was still 

wry much in the dark , for there had been no time for explanat i ons end 

even Nipper vas ignorant of the route we vero to take . 
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For it seemed only hours 880 "" were 1n Belltm, thinking boor to 
spend the ~ holidays ,mof exchanging invitatiODS. Ro,, "" had been 
whisked •BY to another world, a world ~ abo.,., London, end we W81'8 

on our vay t o Uri.ca! 
* * • 

NOif that I bare time to pause and reflect on this dash to Lord 
Dorri.mare, vho may be deed by now, I ll8'rel' thOU&llt I vwld take part 
in one or those thrilling end apperently safe adventmres for which Ule 
St . Frank's crowd are famous. The fairy story side to these visits to 
otber lands were supplied faithfully by the chroniclers, since no 
other interest would hive been accepted. But it did tie down someorhst 
the writer who wanted to break away from the shackles of employers. I 
have a free hand; I Bill not restricted in the same "BY as Mr. Brooks, 
but whe1'9SS he had , of nec~ssi ty , t o toe the line and maintain an :In
spired interest coupled with a comic relief - for which old Handforth 
duly gave us - Ill}' narrative may be therefore j1.Bt dull end placid . 

There is eo•thing going on, out there in the Kalahari Desert 
end it may be that what happens will be as sensational as sny St. 
Frank's adventure yam, But then , it may not, 

* * * 
Ve are to make for the aeodrome at Valfis liq, m the south Vest 

coast of Africa. _ Ve have halted at Entebbe , after changing planes 
three times , and we shall sta,y here at this beautiful oapi tel or 
Uganda until Nelson Lee csn chsrter a J)1- to cover the rest or the 
journey. I have, as you can see , written this fl'all two parts of the 
world. I began at St. Frank's and finished - I don 't lik e that vord -
here. 

So until you hear from me again, oomewhere in Utica, Cheerio • ... ..:. ... 
* 

Apologies: Oving to pressure on spe.ce Leei tes are m short ration 
this month, Will try and cake up next month. 

Reviews of 'Billy Bunters' Ovn" and "Billy Bunter Hilulr"by Jeck 
Vood have also had to be held over. H.L. 

• * • • * 

lOIIX DUl'LI CATING s.mvrcm, 121 THE SH.VlllI83, !CJIK. Tel: York 25148 


